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Introduction

Å The WEF Collection Systems Committee 
(CSC) recognizes that private property 
I/I sources and lateral maintenance are 
some of the most difficult issues many 
wastewater utilities face.



Why is Private Property an issue?

Å Private property I/I sources 
include:

Â Illicit connections to public 
sewer main such as

Å Downspouts 

Å Basement sumps 

Å Foundation drains

Â Private sewer laterals 

Å Improperly constructed

Å Improperly repaired

Å Poorly maintained 



Why is Private Property an issue?
Å Private property I/I sources can contribute 

to:
Â Potential sanitary sewer overflows
Â Reduced conveyance system capacity
Â Potential water - in -basement occurrences
Â Reduced structural integrity of the sewer 

pipe

Å Regulatory authorities are requiring 
utilities to eliminate overflows; one 
approach to eliminating overflows is by 
removing I/I

Å If public utilities cannot eliminate 
overflows or meet I/I removal goals by 
addressing public I/I sources alone, they 
are faced with a major dilemma

Å Additionally, many states are requiring 
sewer lateral installation, inspection and 
maintenance issues in CMOM programs



Why is Private Property an issue?

Å Roadblocks that prevent utilities from implementing a 
private property program can include:
Â Donôt know where to begin

Â Difficulty working on private property
Å Legal issues

Å Easements / defining ownership 

Â Funding the program 
Å Limited funds

Å How can a public utility spend public money 
on private property?

Â Gaining stakeholder support
Å Residents

Å Businesses

Å Media

Å Contractors

Å Real Estate



Where Weõve Beené

2005 2006 2007



Need for Shared Information

Å WEF Private Property 
Webcast August, 2005

Â Highest viewed WEF webcast 

Â Participants requested example 
ordinances, letters, and other 
documents from speakers

Å WEF Collection System 
Committee took next step

Â Gather more information

Â Make it available to WEF 
membership



Private Property Virtual Library (PPVL) 

Project Objective and Approach

Å Develop a virtual library of private property 
program -related resource materials to be 
available through the internet

Å Focus on ñsuccessfulòprivate property programs 
targeting: 

Â Sanitary lateral repair or replacement

Â I/I source detection and elimination 

Â Condition assessment



PPVL Project Methodology
Å Identified ñsuccessfulòprivate property programs through 

team experience and request for participation published in 
WEF newsletter

Å Developed a standard questionnaire of information to be 
gathered

Â General Information

Â Lateral Definition

Â Program Description

Â Program Implementation

Â Program Funding 

Â Program Construction

Â Public Education / Outreach

Â Lessons Learned



PPVL Project Methodology

ÅContacted identified program authorities 
and solicited:

ÂCompleted questionnaire, including program 
description

ÂSample program documentation, including 
ordinances and public education materials 

ÅCataloged details of the program in a 
standard format with links to related 
documents



The Private Property Virtual Library

Å Online now at www.wef.org/PrivateProperty

Å Easily accessible, central location for all private 
property program information

Â Completed questionnaires

Â Supporting documentation

Å Multiple search 
options, such as:

Â Utility size, location, 
program type, 
supporting documents

Å Will be regularly updated



Project Participants to Date

Å Aberdeen, WA

Å Auburn Hills, MI

Å Austin, TX

Å Chesterfield, MO

Å Columbus, OH

Å Duluth, MN

Å Florrisant, MO

Å Grand Strand, SC

Å Greenfield Wastewater 
Utility, IN

Å Greenwood, SC

Å Houston, TX

Å Johnson County, KS

Å Lansing, MI

Å Little Rock, AR

Å McMinnville, OR

Å Montgomery, AL

Å Port Huron, MI

Å Richardson, TX

Å San Antonio, TX

Å Shelbyville, IN

Å Vallejo, CA



Summary of Data Gathered

Å Types of programs identified include:

Â Sanitary lateral repair or replacement

Å Full replacement

Å Sewer main to right -of -way or curb

Å Lining

ÁThe above methods are completed in conjunction with 
sewer main replacement or rehabilitation in some areas

Å Emergency repairs

Å Low income residents where health hazard exists

Å Insurance programs

ÂSanitary lateral cleaning and cleanout 
installation



Summary of Data Gathered

Å Types of programs identified include:

ÂEnforcement of homeowner repairs

ÂDye testing of all connections

ÂDownspout extension or disconnection

ÂSump pump disconnection

Â Footing drain disconnection

Â Installation of backflow prevention devices



How to Navigate the 

Private Property Virtual Library



http://www.wef.org/Home

